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Foreword 

Dedicated to the promotion and study of the social, cooperative, and public economy, 
CIRIEC’s global network of researchers, academics, and practitioners commits to 
advancing knowledge and fostering multidisciplinary dialogue. On the initiative of 
CIRIEC’s International Scientific Commission on Social and Cooperative Economy, a 
Working Group has been set up to study “Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) Utopias 
and Imaginary Narratives”. Led by Alexandrine Lapoutte, Timothée Duverger and 
Eric Dacheux, the imaginative and utopian/dystopian dimensions of SSE were explored 
to see how alternative economic models can inspire transformative change. 

The culmination of this work is the publication you are about to read, which compiles the 
group’s findings and insights on stories and mobilization within organizations, on utopia 
as a catalyst for local transitions, on imagining solidarity through cultural works, and finally 
on deconstructing economic myths. 

With backgrounds in communication sciences, economics, sociology, psychosocial studies, 
management and organizational sciences, political science, and philosophy, members of 
the Working Group felt it necessary to open up to new topics, and/or revitalize former 
ones. Illustrations, shared stories, songs were formerly used to bring people together 
to create collective societal endeavours, e.g. the basis of our social security, our humanist 
identity.  It is now time to re-explore mutual thinking, re-experiment, shape re-invented 
utopias for a societal vision of a liveable future together, and not turn against each other. 

We urgently need to rediscover the path of collective and solidarity imaginary narratives 
in order to co-construct new structures, together with the civil society paving the way for 
successful and joyful initiatives. This book offers a fresh perspective on the potential of 
SSE to create a more just and inclusive society. 

And we could imagine a continuation of this publication in the form of a graphic novel, or 
artistic videos, or multi-cultural designs by teenagers and youth drawing their desired 
future and projecting their dreams. Let’s develop new tools to re-enchant, re-connect, and 
re-democratize, by listening to and actively involving the citizens of our world. 

 

 

Barbara Sak 

Director of CIRIEC 
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