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#metoo

https://www.newyorker.com/news/john-cassidy/
pikettys-inequality-story-in-six-charts

WE NEED
TO THINK

AND ACT

DIFFERENTLY

My starting premise:

https://www.newyorker.com/news/john-cassidy/


Building Forward Better:

Transformation Pathways 
& 

the Social and Solidarity Economy

Where are we?          Where are we going?



Where are we? 

Social & solidarity economy---consolidation and 
recognition



“Promoting the Social and Solidarity Economy for Sustainable Development” (A/77/L.60)

2023



2023 
Mainstreaming of a discourse of the social economy

• the language is now accepted
• policy re SSE mainstreamed
• visibility of for purpose activities and enterprises
• a more balanced view of the Economy

1908 CIRIEC  Annals of Collective Economy Edgard Milhaud ……….

1997 EMES  International Research Network ……………………………



Encourages
• Legal frameworks 
• National statistics 
• Procurement incentives
• Education curricula, research initiatives
• Financial services 
• Participation in policy making process

“Promoting the Social and Solidarity Economy for Sustainable Development” (A/77/L.60)

2023



Employee Ownership in the UK



•Participation in policy making process



Edited by Ilcheong Yi 
2023

• Education curricula, research initiatives



English translation by 
Josh Booth  2023



https://www.communityeconomies.org/resources/community-resources/community-partnering-local-development

https://www.communityeconomies.org/resources/community-resources/community-partnering-local-development




Formal (capitalist) Economy

business as usual

Social and Solidarity Economy

no longer the excluded ‘other’



Social and Solidarity Economy

Mainstreaming ??

The solidarity complements the social 
economy and adds the political dimension 
into the economy---a more politically explicit 
form of SE a ‘move beyond the palliative 
function’  to gaining power in the economy

Laville 2023 p.225

Isomorphism Bifurcating ??



Where are we? 

Social & solidarity economy---consolidation and 
recognition

Capitalist economy---under question



Mainstream discourse of Economy has changed

1996



The Hewlett Foundation’s Economy and Society Initiative 
launched in December 2020 with an initial 

five-year, $50 million commitment to replace the 
dominant economic paradigm of the last half-century: 
neoliberalism. 

Our aim is to help create a new “common sense” about how the 
economy works, the aims it should serve, and how it should be 
structured to best meet the biggest challenges we face.

https://hewlett.org/toward-a-new-common-sense-for-the-economy/

https://hewlett.org/toward-a-new-common-sense-for-the-economy/


https://hewlett.org/toward-a-new-common-sense-for-the-economy/

"Neoliberalism's anti-government, free-market 
fundamentalism is simply not suited for today's 
economy and society," 

says Larry Kramer, president of the Hewlett Foundation.

https://hewlett.org/toward-a-new-common-sense-for-the-economy/


Darren Walker
President of the Ford Foundation





Hewlett-Packard
Symbolic founder of Silicon Valley
Electronics, semi-conductors, 
computers, printers 

Private foundation
Endowment $9.7 billion 
Grants to 
• Education
• Climate
• Journalism
• Reproductive health





“The trajectory of the Anthropocene: 

The Great Acceleration” 

Will Steffan et al 2015 
The Anthropocene Review  



Formal (capitalist) Economy Social and Solidarity Economy

Reimagining ?? Mainstreaming ??



Reimagining capitalism….. How?



Harvard Kennedy School’s Reimagining the Economy Project

MIT Economics Department’s Shaping the Future of Work Program

Howard University’s Center for an Equitable and Sustainable Society

Johns Hopkins University’s Center for Economy and Society
• mine past versions of liberalism for solutions 

that may remedy neoliberalism’s shortcomings

The Santa Fe Institute
• use mathematical and computational theory to study the emergence of alternative political 

economies 

Reimagining Capitalism ??



Harvard Kennedy School’s Reimagining the Economy Project

• analyzing data from local labor markets in order to better 
understand the implications of policymaking on local economies.

MIT Economics Department’s Shaping the Future of Work Program

• analyze forces contributing to the erosion of job quality and labor 
market opportunity for workers without college degrees —
including technology, trade, rent-sharing, and managerial practices 

Deindustrialized Detroit



Reimagining capitalism….. How?

• No mention of the social and solidarity economy

• No acknowledgement of econogenic harm



Econogenic harm

The failure of the economics profession to engage ethically 

with economic and economist- induced harm matters. 

…the illiberal turn in US and world politics can be traced in 

part to the failures of the economics profession over the past 

fifty years or so to grapple adequately with harm. 

The economics profession is culpable in the contemporary 

backlash against democratic governance, civic obligation, 

and racial and other forms of equality. 

It is equally culpable in inducing the social conditions that 

promote the widespread rejection of expertise in policy 

making. The profession shares responsibility for the erosion 

of solidarity and empathy that marks contemporary politics 

in too many societies.
2022 University of Chicago Press



Moral geometry (calculus)
Deciding what kinds of harm are appropriate to impose on some members of society for the well-

being of others— by way of simple math problems.

Pretending to know (better)
“The laws of economics, it’s often forgotten, are like the laws of engineering…..There’s only one 
set of laws and they work everywhere.   …..One of the things I have learnt in my short time at the 
World Bank is that whenever anyone says ‘but economics works differently here’ they are about 
to say something dumb” 

Larry Summers 1991 World Bank-IMF meeting, quoted in DeMartino 2022 page 6



Harvard Kennedy School’s Reimagining the Economy Project

• analyzing data from local labor markets in order to better 
understand the implications of policymaking on local economies.

…..such as the decimation wrought by neoliberal policies promoting 
trade liberalization?

MIT Economics Department’s Shaping the Future of Work Program

• analyze forces contributing to the erosion of job quality and labor 
market opportunity for workers without college degrees —
including technology, trade, rent-sharing, and managerial practices 

…..that were prescribed by neoliberalism

• Addressing the harm (very place specific) wrought by trade 
liberalization on non-college educated workers

• Addressing structural harm

• Motivated by the corrective impulse

Deindustrialized Detroit



‘good jobs’

What about??

The harm of biasing a 
monolithic capitalist economy ?

rather than supporting a 
diverse economy that allows for 
multiple options for livelihood 
support?



Reimaging the economy 
could mean increasing the 
diversity of  business

Supporting businesses that are 
for purpose (social and 
environmental well being)
and not only for profit



Labour

WAGE 

Otherly PAID

Self-employed

Reciprocal labour

In kind

Work-for-welfare

Slave labour

UNPAID

Housework

Volunteer

Family care

Self-provisioning

Transactions

MARKET

Other 

MARKET

Fair trade 

Alternative 

currencies

Underground 

market

Barter

Enterprise

CAPITALIST 

More than 

CAPITALIST 
Family business

State-owned

Socially responsible

Non-profit

NON-

CAPITALIST

Worker co-operative

Sole proprietorship

Social enterprise

Community enterprise

Feudal enterprise

Slave enterprise

DIVERSE ECONOMIES

NON-

MARKET

Household sharing

Gift giving

Hunting, fishing 

Gleaning

Theft, poaching

PRIVATE

Collectively 

Owned

State managed 

assets

Customary (clan)

Community land 

trusts

OPEN 

ACCESS

Atmosphere

International 

waters 

Open source IP

Property

MAINSTREAM

Other MARKET

State banks

Credit Unions

Micro-finance

Community financial 

institutions

NON-MARKET

Sweat equity

Family lending

Donations

Interest free loans

Finance

https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/ics/research/projects/reco



Where are we? 

Social & solidarity economy---consolidation and recognition
Capitalist economy---under question

Economics---unquestioned 

Where are we going?         



DeMartino argues for an Economics that is

• Harm-centric

• Ignorance-based

• Abandons the presumption of a bright line separating 
positive economic science from normative judgements

• Develops competence in ethical deliberation



Are we in a position to propose a replacement 
paradigm?

To ‘perform’ postcapitalist economies? 

What would it take for a figure ground shift in 
economic thinking? 

Feminist image







Transformation Pathways





How do we free ourselves from an ideology of progress that 
has installed economic growth (made it sacred) at the heart of 
social functioning, thus evading the test of collective 
decisions?  

Laville, 2023



COMMONED WEALTH
UP

Decommodified Basic
Assets  GROWTH!

REPARATION
payments GROWING!

Private wealth funds
BEING SHARED

SOCIAL SURPLUS
GROWING

ECOLOGICAL
FOOTPRINTS reducing




