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Summary 
Mapping social and solidarity economy (SSE) organizations requires tackling numerous 
issues. This paper first outlines how key mapping exercises dealing with the SSE were selected 
for this first review process, 2020 being the cutoff date for inclusion. The diversity of concepts 
and scopes, including or excluding organizations and entities, is then discussed and the two 
main frameworks (“social economy approach” and “NPO approach”) are reviewed briefly. The 
second chapter looks at the literature contributing to creating, presenting and developing SSE 
statistics. The selected mapping exercises were then divided into three types: 1) 
administrative, legal and institutional data containing statistical information; 2) international 
research on SSE contributing to the development of statistical methodology and data; and 3) 
thematic maps that portray the geographic pattern of SSE. The third and main chapter of the 
paper discusses how selected SSE organizations are classified, based on criteria such as the 
sector of activity or the geographical scale. Other classification filters are time range, 
replicability, and implementers of the mappings. The annexes are extremely useful as they 
contain all the information for the different mapping exercises listed. A last section places the 
different mappings in graphical representation according to Bouchard and Salathé-Beaulieu 
(2021), with respect to the two main frameworks (“social economy approach” and “NPO 
approach”). The paper concludes with an assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of 
this first mapping exercise, as well as with recommendations for future work. 



Mapping International SSE Mapping Exercises 
Compère, Sak and Schoenmaeckers 

1 

Introduction 
Over the centuries, attempts at economic cooperation between producers (farmers in 
particular) or consumers (joint purchasing and mutual help systems) have taken place almost 
everywhere. Present in scientific literature since the beginning of the 19th century, appearing 
in economic and political thought with Charles Dunoyer's Nouveau traité d'économie sociale 
(1830), the term "social economy" traveled through the decades. Yet, it was not until the end 
of the 20th century that it really became a subject of economic research, alongside the market 
economy and the public economy. 

Definitions of the concept of social economy vary internationally and, according to countries, 
the term does not necessarily have a legal or institutional existence. It is however quite widely 
accepted that social economy or social and solidarity economy (SSE)1 is the branch of the 
economy comprising enterprises and organizations that seek to reconcile economic activity 
and social equity. From fair trade to solidarity savings, through social innovations in the field 
of environmental protection, support to socio-economic inclusion processes, or the fight 
against exclusion, health disparities or unequal opportunities, SSE provides a response to 
many contemporary societal challenges (Lacroix and Slitine, 2016).  

Contrary to the idea that SSE is just a sector existing in parallel with private and public sectors, 
it is rather another way of doing economic activities and forming economic relations that can 
be found in all economic sectors. Although it significantly contributes to improving social and 
economic conditions of the disadvantaged or the poor, the sine qua non of SSE is re-
embedding markets in society and promoting forms of production, exchange and consumption 
that protect both people and the planet, which is beyond its social service functions. Research 
on SSE, whether theoretical or applied, dates back to the early 1980s. Although there has 
been much debate on its practices, there has been little effort to create statistical data on 
SSE at the national or international level2. The literature on the methodology of collecting SSE 
statistics is partial and scattered. The 2015 CIRIEC book The Weight of the Social Economy 
(Bouchard and Rousselière, 2015) aims at reviewing and stocktaking them. On this basis, 
recent meetings were held in Paris in October 20173 and in Brussels in November 20194 to 
discuss challenges and opportunities related to the frameworks for compiling statistics on the 
SSE. These two recent expert meetings allowed specialists to better grasp the subtleties 
related to definitions and the scope of SSE. They also acknowledged that the perimeter of SSE 
can be defined differently according to the diverse visions of “schools of thoughts.” This 
further understanding allowed the experts participating at the meetings to take statistical 
methodological steps with regard to their own work. 

Even when the methodology has been chosen, there are still numerous questions and choices 
to make in compiling data which need to be transformed into statistics. Various considerations 
leading to producing statistics can sometimes hardly be compared from one country to 

 
1  In this paper, social economy and social and solidarity economy are used interchangeably depending on the usage of the term 

in different countries or regions. 
2  There are, however, some notable examples. For instance, Europe, with a genuine interest and political support for producing 

harmonized statistics on SSE (e.g. EUROSTAT), has a relatively well-developed institute compiling national and/or regional 
statistics on social economy across the continent. 

3  The concept note, the presentations and the highlights can be found on http://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/Working-seminar-on-
Satellite-Accounts.htm  

4  The program and the concept note can be found on  
https://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/events.nsf/(httpEvents)/37A89D5EB4B4F39A8025848900351062?OpenDocument  

http://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/Working-seminar-on-Satellite-Accounts.htm
http://www.oecd.org/cfe/leed/Working-seminar-on-Satellite-Accounts.htm
https://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/events.nsf/(httpEvents)/37A89D5EB4B4F39A8025848900351062?OpenDocument
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another.5 In this sense, a crucial step towards developing harmonized statistics is to create a 
comprehensive review of literature relevant to statistical methodologies and statistical data 
on the SSE. This is often called “mapping exercises,” which refers to a stage prior to the 
comprehensive listing and systematic classification of the diverse efforts to produce statistics 
on SSE. This paper aims at systematically reviewing and mapping these exercises to help 
design and implement effective statistical methodologies for SSE statistics. Given the lack of 
comparative studies on statistics of social economy, particularly the size of its economic and 
social contribution, the paper has reviewed not only studies on statistics but also those 
dealing with economic and social aspects of SSE relevant to methodologies and production 
of statistics.6 Reviewing of mapping exercises offers valuable insights to those with an interest 
in SSE statistics. In addition to the information on the definitions and scope of SSE, it helps 
us to better understand the features and characteristics of SSE, and the sectors’ frontiers 
between SSE and other sectors, such as the public and private sectors. The features and 
characteristics of SSE partly explain the difficulties in statistically capturing the SSE and the 
need to further develop a robust methodology for SSE statistics. For instance, methods to 
measure added value for for-profit enterprises cannot be easily applied to social economy 
organizations. Moreover, the value added by the latter cannot be captured in monetary terms 
alone.7  

Through reviewing of mapping exercises, the paper helps to deepen our understanding of key 
statistical trends on SSE, in particular those on the number, characteristics, member 
composition, number of employed workers and value added. It also helps to develop and test 
new methodologies for SSE statistics.  

This working paper is structured as follows: Section 1 details different sources used for the 
mapping exercise. In Section 2, we explain why, in addition to statistical works, we expand our 
scope of literature to mapping exercises that define and explain various aspects of SSE 
beyond those producing statistics on SSE. Section 3 classifies statistical works and mappings 
along eight transversal criteria with the objective of highlighting information and drawing 
lessons for researchers who want to implement their own methods of measuring SSE. A table 
summarizes some of the characteristics of these different mappings according to the selected 
criteria, and a graph attempts to position them according to the perimeter of interest or SSE 
families/concepts. Section 4 presents a conclusion, and Annexes contain all the information 
about the classifications used in Section 3, together with full references and websites of the 
different mappings.  

1 Methodology, data collection and challenges regarding 
mapping exercises 

To realize the mapping exercises, we have reviewed, selected and listed key mapping 
exercises dealing with the SSE until 2020. All documents including statistical definitions and 
measurements of SSE aspects, such as sectors and impacts of SSE, were taken into 
consideration. In these documents, administrative, legal or economic criteria have been 

 
5  See for instance the ILO, CIRIEC and COPAC (2020, Bouchard dir.). 
6  Research about the production of statistics also covers national and subnational levels. See for example the cases of Portugal, 

France, the Republic of Korea, Québec (Canada) or of the Walloon region (Belgium) (see Bouchard and Salathé-Beaulieu, 
2021). 

7  For example, in cooperatives, part of the value-added is pre-distributed or re-distributed to members through money flows 
between members and their cooperative (see Bouchard et. al. 2020). 
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employed to determine the scope of the statistical population. Given the scarcity of purely 
statistical works, creating the mapping exercises includes mappings of SSE with a focus on 
specific features and characteristics. 

The review process of mapping exercises has three stages. Firstly, brainstorming sessions by 
the paper’s authors were held to collect the information on key mapping exercises. Secondly, 
using CIRIEC’s documentation center, which is one of the largest archives on SSE-related 
materials, information and data related to those key mapping exercises were collected. 
Thirdly, to complement the collected information, experts, mainly those from CIRIEC’s 
network, provided additional information on mapping exercises in Africa, Asia, Central, North 
and South America.8 This last stage allowed us to verify that we did not miss important 
mapping exercises and thus to be as exhaustive as possible. The Annexes presented at the 
end of this paper contain all the details and references (including websites) of the mapping 
exercises collected. 

The review of mapping exercises on SSE shows diversity in institutions and researchers 
involved in mapping exercises as well as their focus (see Annex 5). Some notable mapping 
exercises in terms of scale and quality include those by institutions in Europe with a focus on 
Europe’s SSE, and those of the International Labour Organization (ILO), the International 
Cooperative Alliance (ICA) and the World Bank. The UNTFSSE (UN Inter-Agency Task Force on 
Social and Solidarity Economy) has become a leader in promoting international understanding 
of SSE as well as mobilizing actors associated with SSE.9  

These mapping exercises employ their own operational concepts of SSE to delineate the 
mapping scopes which are various, such as Third Sector, Social and Solidarity Economy or 
Social Enterprise (see columns “Scope” of Annexes 1, 2 and 3). In addition to this diversity of 
concepts and scopes, including or excluding organizations and entities, there are other factors 
which make it difficult to undertake a comprehensive international and longitudinal 
comparison of SSE. In many cases, mapping exercises are one-shot studies and findings 
cannot be easily cross-checked. Secondly, mapping exercises are not easily undertaken in the 
current environment of research funding, which tends to prioritize value for money in a short 
project cycle. International data collection demands a large amount of funding, regardless of 
the method, and long data collection processes, not to mention the longitudinal replication of 
the exercise. SSE researchers thus need to play a significant role in mobilizing long-term and 
stable resources for international and longitudinal research. 

 
8  In addition to CIRIEC’s network and international secretariat, the following experts were contacted: Hyungsik Eum for 

International Cooperative Alliance (ICA), Sifa Chiyoge (answering with Melvin Khabenje) for Africa, Caroline Shenaz Hossein for 
Canada and broadly for North America, Fernanda Wanderley for Bolivia and South America, Carmen Marcuello for Latin 
America (through the OIBESCOOP network) and finally Denison Jayasooria for Malaysia and South-East Asia. 

9  A first compilation of intergovernmental documentation on the social and solidarity economy was done by the UNTFSSE in 
2018. See UNTFSSE, 2018: 
https://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/document.nsf/(httpPublications)/9143B54AE8D57E27C125829B002BE6ED?OpenDocum
ent. 

https://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/document.nsf/(httpPublications)/9143B54AE8D57E27C125829B002BE6ED?OpenDocument
https://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/document.nsf/(httpPublications)/9143B54AE8D57E27C125829B002BE6ED?OpenDocument
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2 Types of mapping exercises by data collection methods 
To realize mapping exercises on SSE, it is necessary to identify the geographical scope of the 
mapping exercises and understand their purpose, e.g. whether they are designed to produce 
statistics10 on specific aspects of SSE or to explain them and prepare their collection.  

In the first place, one has to look at how mapping exercises define SSE. They have a set of 
several criteria which organizational entities should meet to be qualified as SSE for mapping 
purposes. These include: participative democratic governance, collective ownership not 
based on shares and equities but on membership and/or services to members, limited or 
prohibited surplus distribution. On this basis, Defourny and Monzón (1992) list non-profit 
associations, cooperatives and mutual societies when explaining SSE. An initiative by Johns 
Hopkins University in the late 1990s differs from the interpretation of these criteria. It includes 
non-profit associations and foundations but not cooperatives and mutual societies, since the 
latter may distribute surpluses to member-users (see the United Nations Handbook on Non-
profit Institutions in the System of National Accounts (UN 2003)). Other organizations like the 
European Commission or ILO proposed elements of definitions for entities that are likely to be 
included in the scope of SSE. UNRISD (2016) adds the issue of the environment as a potential 
criterion by saying that SSE “comprises organizations and enterprises with social and often 
environmental objectives, guided by principles and practices of cooperation, solidarity and 
democratic self-management.”  

Various UN agencies have made continued efforts to standardize a set of criteria for SSE or a 
subtype organization of SSE. For instance, the UN statistical division adopted a Handbook for 
Satellite Accounts on Non-profit Institutions and Related Institutions and Volunteer Work, also 
called UN TSE Handbook in 2018. The concepts of “third sector and social economy” are 
defined and abbreviated as TSE by the Handbook. This framework of TSE encompasses a 
broader scope than the 2003 version of the NPI Handbook, including some (but not all) 
cooperatives as well as some for-profit “social enterprises” (shareholder enterprises with a 
social purpose). In the same year, ILO et al. (2020) made progress in standardizing 
methodologies of accounting cooperatives at the global level.  

Conceptual definition rarely contains statistical variables that can be used to construct 
statistical definition. It needs to be elaborated with the perimeters or criteria to identify the 
statistical subject. There is seldom a single statistical variable representing the defined 
concept or allowing for its construction.11 Once the full criteria to identify SSE entities are set, 
the mapping exercise to collect data for the production of statistics on specific aspects of SSE 
begins.12  

There are several ways to collect and collate statistical information on SSE, such as extracting 
administrative data (e.g. satellite account), survey (e.g. census, polling), or a combination of 
both (e.g. observatories). There are also other types of information gathered through 
qualitative and quantitative research trying to capture and understand SSE as a whole or 
some of its specific aspects. The final stage of a mapping exercise is to produce output in 

 
10  The sources to identify the Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) populations were largely explained in Bouchard and Salathé-

Beaulieu (2021), in which administrative or statistical registers, censuses and surveys are extensively explained.  
11  For instance, enterprise, even if it has the legal status of a cooperative, may not meet all the criteria of SSE that are used for a 

mapping. Consequently, the mapping authors need to establish additional criteria and variables to better capture the definition 
they have chosen to use. 

12  For more detail about this, see Bouchard and Salathé-Beaulieu (2021). 
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various forms including a report (e.g. Atlas of SSE in France), a map (e.g. SSE solutions map) 
or research papers.  

To systematically review mapping exercises, we divided diverse forms of literature contributing 
to creating, presenting and developing SSE statistics into three types: administrative, legal 
and institutional data containing statistical information; international research on SSE 
contributing to the development of statistical methodology and data; and thematic maps that 
portray the geographic pattern of SSE (the entire mappings are presented in Annexes 1, 2, 
and 3 along this typology) (Box 1).  

 
Box 1: Three types of SSE data collection 

1) Administrative, legal and institutional data containing statistical information 

This type includes the different sources containing statistical information that allow the 
identification of the SSE population in a representative way. For instance, different types of 
registers (e.g. fiscal) can be used to extract the data of interest. In order to check the specific 
criteria of SSE (e.g. democratic functioning), or when administrative data are not accessible or 
sufficient, surveys based on a representative and stratified sample may be used additionally.  

Combining different sources of information is often used as a strategy to mitigate errors of 
excluding smaller or informal organizations that constitute a significant segment of social economy 
in some countries (see Bouchard, Cruz Filho and St-Denis, 2015). However, this solution does not 
entirely solve the problems of exclusion error, for example the omission of certain segments of SSE 
such as those operating in the informal sector. 

It is important to note that the role of sub-national SSE accounting initiatives is as significant as 
that of central governments. Although the statistical competence on SSE accounting is in most 
cases in the hands of the central governments, as we can see in the cases of Belgium, Canada, 
Spain and Germany, it can sometimes also lie at the regional level, or both (for instance in Belgium, 
the regions are responsible for the SSE definition and economic policy, whereas the central state 
level is responsible for national accounts and statistics). Competence in statistics is no longer a 
monopoly of the central state. Portugal with the CASES studies and France on the basis of INSEE 
data demonstrate this. 

2) International research on SSE 

The second type is international research on SSE. This type can be subdivided into two by key 
objectives: comparing different ‘weights’ of SSE across countries (e.g. the size of economic and 
social contribution), and understanding SSE as a whole or some specific aspect(s) of it. The first 
subtype of studies is the literature seeking to systematically review analyses of national or 
representative statistical information on SSE in different countries for comparison. The key 
contribution of these works is the compilation and synthesis of existing data in a comprehensive 
manner rather than collection or production of raw data on the ground.  

The second subtype are the works focusing on understanding SSE and its features through cross-
country comparative studies rather than the collection of statistical information. These works do not 
necessarily contain statistical information but offer an insight for statistical analysis by providing 
useful concepts and theories through their in-depth discussions on SSE.  

3) Thematic map 

The third type, the thematic map, is often found on the internet. Such maps contain the information 
collected or deposited by SSE organizations and visually depict the various aspects of SSE by 
sector, geographical region or activities. A search filter function is often built into the online 
thematic maps and helps readers find the statistical information they seek.  
 

Source: Authors 
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3 Classification of mappings and its variables 
Mapping exercises can be classified along various variables which allow comparison of 
subjects over time and across places. In mapping exercises, the choice of variables is 
dependent upon the methodologies, which themselves include definitions of SSE, a focus on 
specific aspect(s) of SSE and a purpose of the mappings. Archambault (2015) and Bouchard 
and Salathé-Beaulieu (2021) introduce diverse approaches to defining and counting SSE 
entities within national statistics accounts, such as the System of National Accounts (SNA), 
the International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC) and the International Classification 
of Non-profit Organizations (ICNPO) as means of classification. These three classifications 
have very different purposes. The SNA aims at identifying entities, ISIC focuses on industry 
sectors and ICNPO is a mix of industry and purpose-oriented organizations, namely exclusively 
for NPOs.  

To provide useful guidance for policymakers in understanding existing mapping exercises and 
identifying ones appropriate for policymaking, we classify them along eight variables, which 
are crucial to building an integrated comparative approach to SSE at the global level. Through 
an extensive review of existing mapping exercises, we identified 30 key mapping exercises on 
SSE or concepts associated with SSE. 

 
Table 1: SSE mappings published since 2015 by main features (N=30) 

Variables Observations Percentage 

Data collection methods Statistical measurement of SSE 4 13.3% 

International research on SSE 17 56.7% 

Thematic map 9 30.0% 

Periodicity One-shot 13 43.3% 

Irregularly updated 11 36.7% 

Regularly updated 6 20.0% 

Geographical scale [1 to 10] countries 10 33.3% 

[11 to 20] countries 3 10.0% 

More than 20 countries 17 56.7% 

Scope Social and Solidarity Economy 14 46.7% 

Social enterprises 6 20.0% 

Third Sector 4 13.3% 

Cooperatives 4 13.3% 

Mutuals 2 6.7% 

Implementers (N= 21) 13 International Authority 10 47.6% 

Research Institute 11 52.4% 

Source: Authors.  

 
13  Nine missing responses relate to thematic maps whose creator and manager we could not identify. But looking at the mapping 

results, a research institute was most probably involved. 
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Although the list is not exhaustive, the selected 30 key mapping exercises provide important 
information on the landscape of mapping exercises on SSE in the countries and regions where 
SSE plays a significant role. Table 1 shows the distribution of the sample of 30 selected 
mappings according to 5 of the 8 selected characteristics (i.e. categorization based on data 
collection methods, time range and especially the periodicity, geographical scale, language, 
scope, replicability, implementers and industry sector). 

The following subsections include explanation about those characteristics’ variables, 
examples and benefits for policymakers. We focus on mapping exercises undertaken after 
2015 due to the constraints of the present research. Easy access to relevant information and 
materials is also another reason for focusing on these mapping exercises. 

3.1 Data collection methods 
Mapping exercises employ different data collection methods. They are broadly categorized 
into three types corresponding to the types of literature on mapping exercises explained in 
Box 1. We clarify and illustrate these three categorizations with examples. 

3.1.1 Extracting statistical data from administrative/legal/institutional 
documents (coded as S in Annex) 

Statistics based on administrative data have the advantage of identifying SSE entities, 
although registers or tax records can be subject to errors (Bouchard et al., 2017). A survey, 
i.e. a measurement procedure that involves asking questions to respondents (Trochim, 2006), 
is a basis for statistics in administrative, legal and institutional documents. In this survey 
process, SSE entities can be periodically (or only once) interviewed and provide information 
useful to producing specific statistics. In most cases, a survey is conducted for sample cases. 
Levels of representativeness depend upon the quality of the design and implementation of 
the survey.  

An example of a mapping exercise based on this method of extracting statistical data from 
administrative, legal and institutional documents is Recent Evolutions of the Social Economy 
in the European Union (coded as S2 in Annex 1), which the European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) commissioned to CIRIEC. The statistics extracted from the administrative, 
legal and institutional documents highlight the fact that several of the 28 countries of the EU 
have put a great deal of work into providing reliable data on various social economy groups. 
Comparative figures sought in this work by CIRIEC were the number of persons employed – 
and, where possible, the full-time equivalents –, the number of members, number of 
volunteers and number of entities or companies (CIRIEC, 2017). 

3.1.2 Extracting statistical data from international case studies (coded as I in 
Annex) 

Some mapping exercises extract statistical data from country or sub-national region case 
studies. Since these studies are not designed for producing statistics, the statistics contained 
in the studies do not cover the entire population of SSE entities concerned. The studies 
designed to understand specific aspect(s), sector(s) of SSE, or the SSE as a whole provide 
scientific basis for the production of statistics such as definition and scope of SSE.  
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For instance, in the ICSEM (International Comparative Social Enterprise Models) project 
(coded as I2 in Annex 2), research teams from 38 countries around the world collected data 
from a non-representative sample of social enterprises in each country, but based on a 
common questionnaire (Defourny, Nyssens and Brolis 2019). The purpose of the ICSEM 
project is not to collect statistics. However, this study is also useful for statistical purposes 
because it helps to define and capture hybrid forms of SSE entities which are not easily 
captured by definitions dealing with typical forms of SSE entities. The aim is to gain a better 
understanding of specific forms of SSE existing in different countries, which is also useful in 
developing statistical methodology to capture specific forms of SSE.  

3.1.3 Extracting statistical data from thematic maps (coded as C in Annex) 

Some mapping exercises on SSE use thematic maps containing information collected or 
deposited by SSE organizations. Most are in English but some are in French. 

For instance, the website www.socioeco.org/solutions_en.html (coded as C3 in Annex 3) 
shows a world map. By employing filters such as organisms, case studies or trainings (among 
others) on the one hand, and filters with respect to economic activity sectors of SSE 
(agriculture, health care and so on) on the other, we can extract the information on SSE 
corresponding to filter values. The mapping exercises grouped by the data collection method 
help policymakers to identify the nature of statistics, in particular their levels of 
representativeness. 

3.2 Time range 
The time range variable has three sub-variables associated with temporality of mapping 
exercises: the date of publication, the data collection period and the periodicity. With 
periodicity, we distinguish mapping exercises with a data collection carried out only once (one-
shot) from those with an update of existing data. Four examples can be explained according 
to this variable. 

Firstly, the publication date of Emerging Social Enterprise Ecosystems in East and South 
African Countries (I11 in Annex 2) is 2017. Its data collection period is not precisely stated 
but can be reasonably guessed as 2015. In terms of periodicity, this mapping can be 
considered a one-shot exercise. 

Secondly, for the ICSEM mapping (I2 in Annex 2), the date of the last publication of this 
international mapping of social enterprises is 2019, the data collection period having started 
in the period 2013-2015 with the SSE landscape, but whose questionnaires were sent out in 
2016 or 2017 depending on the country. It appears to be a one-shot exercise. 

EURICSE (I14 in Annex 2) published different outputs during the period 2015-2020. With the 
objective of achieving mappings every two to three years, EURICSE has frequently updated 
the statistics of some countries. For this review of mapping exercises, we used the most recent 
research by EURICSE, which includes the national statistics updated from the previous 
EURICSE study (2016).  

Finally, the mapping World Cooperative Monitor (S1 in Annex 1) is an ongoing process in which 
data is collected and published annually. It started in 2012 and each year, new data about 
300 of the largest cooperatives are updated. Moreover, information on some cooperatives is 

http://www.socioeco.org/solutions_en.html
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not annually collected and is somehow outdated (For instance 2016 was the last year of an 
information update for SSE in Botswana, 2018 for Brazil, etc.). 

In the case of various exercises belonging to the subtype of extracting statistical data from 
thematic maps (Cx in Annex 3), information on starting dates for data collection exists but 
little is known about the periodicity (partly because it is irregularly updated) and the exact date 
of the information collection. It is notable that many mapping exercises have been produced 
over the last five years. Because the landscape evolves quickly, it is important to focus on the 
most recent mapping exercises with periodical updates that can provide information on the 
evolution of the SSE on a regular basis. By focusing on the information under different 
variables of thematic maps, policymakers can identify the most recent mappings, which can 
provide information on developments and innovations in SSE and describe the “newcomers,” 
such as social enterprises or social businesses.  

3.3 Geographical scale 
The geographical scale variable is used to categorize mapping exercises on SSE along 
different geographical levels such as subnational, national and supranational levels. For 
example, the MESMER project (Mapping European Social Market Economy and Review on 
Social Dialogue, Labour Market and Employment, (I1 in Annex 2) maps SSE at supranational 
levels and reports on Belgium, Bulgaria, Spain, France, Great Britain, Italy, Poland and Sweden 
with national level data. In times of crises in economic, social, environmental, political or 
health dimensions, SSE responses will have impacts often going beyond national boundaries 
(either at the level of world regions or continents). A geographical scale variable helps to 
identify mapping exercises for drawing lessons appropriate to different levels of governance.  

3.4 Language 
Most mapping exercises are in English. Some, however, have been written in multiple 
languages. Social Economy in the European Union (S2 in Annex 1), for instance, has been 
written in English and is available in other languages such as French, Spanish, Italian and 
Polish. Some are written in other languages than English. For instance, Anuario 
Iberoamericano de la Economía Social nº3 (I15 in Annex 2) has been written in Spanish, while 
Transiscope.3 (C9 in Annex 3) in French. Language is a significant barrier to comprehensive 
comparative studies on countries with different lingua franca. Use and interpretation of 
concepts in different languages are often the source of controversy. Word to word translation 
sometimes cannot convey the full meaning of certain concepts, let alone underlying nuances 
and contexts. Concepts are based on intricate webs of specific cultural, historical and 
institutional understanding and evolve in specific geopolitical settings. Language variables 
help to identify diverse language editions and consequently communicate with countries with 
different linguae francae.  

3.5 Scope 
The type of SSE organizations/actors surveyed or measured variable (coded as Scope in 
Annex 1, 2 and 3) is for identifying specific organizational forms of SSE. Since SSE is a concept 
referring to legal forms of enterprises, values or principles underpinning their activities and 
relations, and/or their development aspiration, various forms of organizations, activities and 
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relations can be found under the rubric of SSE. It is notable that the scope of SSE is still – and 
will remain – subject to debate. Furthermore, SSE is also referred to by different terms.  

With regard to defining scopes, we can identify two distinctive approaches, which may not be 
easily converged or reconciled to form a common scope of SSE. An approach named the Social 
Economy approach by Bouchard and Salathé-Beaulieu (2021) focuses on a “set of common 
features: participative democratic governance, collective ownership not based on 
shareholding but on service to members, limited or prohibited surplus distribution” to define 
the scope of SSE. According to this approach, SSE encompasses non-profit associations (or 
non-profit organizations), cooperatives and mutual societies, as well as other forms 
recognized by tradition or legal framework in various national contexts (foundations, work 
insertion social enterprises, worker-owned enterprises, etc.). The other approach, known as 
the NPO approach by Bouchard and Salathé-Beaulieu (2021), defines the scope of SSE with 
a focus on the public purpose on the one hand and on the other an emphasis on a strict 
restriction of the distribution of surplus or profits as a qualifying condition of SSE. 
Consequently, this approach does not consider most cooperatives and mutual societies when 
they can and do distribute surplus to members or do not have a so-called “public purpose” 
(see Bouchard and Salathé-Beaulieu, 2021, p.10-11). 

For instance, Impact of the Third Sector as Social Innovation (ITSSOIN, I5 in Annex 2), as well 
as, of course, the CNP – Comparative Nonprofit Sector Project (I17 in Annex 2), do not 
consider cooperatives and mutuals as SSE. The scope of SUSY – Sustainable and Solidarity 
Economy (I8 in Annex 2) and SSE for Sustainable Development Goals (SDG, C6 in Annex 3), 
which have an approach close to the Social Economy approach, is broader than ITSSOIN and 
CNP.  

Besides, some mapping exercises focus on specific forms of SSE. Examples are the World 
Cooperative Monitor (S1 in Annex 1) where only cooperatives are studied, AMICE-ICMIF (S3 
in Annex 1) where the figures for mutual and cooperative insurances in Europe are 
consolidated, ICSEM (I2 in Annex 2) or EURICSE (I14 in Annex 2) where the size of social 
enterprises are compared across countries. 

As mentioned before, each country has its own wealth of concepts referring to SSE. Using 
concepts reflecting specific SSE entities in national settings that can be found in international 
mappings is very useful to identify and delineate the field of research/accounting for diverse 
SSE entities. The historical construction of some SSE forms (such as the commons in 
Romania, i.e. forests or municipal streets - which reappeared in the SSE entities after decades 
of communism -, or the Misericordias in Portugal) could inspire those who wish to create their 
own national mapping and those who wish to promote public action with respect to specific 
forms of SSE actors. In this way, mapping exercises highlighting specific types of SSE help to 
understand the diversity of SSE in different national and regional contexts.  

3.6 Replicability  
Replicability means, first of all, access to the authors' methodology and the possibility of 
reproducing the exercise. The majority of the mapping exercises this paper deals with is 
replicable in this sense. Secondly, it also means consistency in numbers resulting from 
repeated statistical accounting exercises. With respect to this second perspective, only 
statistical exercises based on administrative data and surveys with stratified and 
representative samples and common methodology are fully replicable. The replicability 
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variable includes meanings of access to the methodology, reproducibility of the exercise and 
consistency in results. 

For instance, in ICSEM (I2 in Annex 2), although there is no real accounting of the precise 
number of social enterprises and their respective weight/size in the country, the methodology 
is explained (contribution of country researchers and then cluster creation from interviews in 
order to classify social enterprises in the different countries). By following the same 
methodology, SSE statistics in other settings, and thus numbers, can be produced. The 
replicability variable provides policy makers with information on methodologies that can be 
employed in different settings to produce SSE statistics.  

3.7 Implementers  
The implementer’s variable is used to describe/understand the influence of different types of 
actors, notably government and non-state actors (e.g. SSE apex organizations), on SSE 
research. It classifies mapping exercises according to the actor(s) implementing them. 
Specifically, with the implementers variable, we provide a group of mapping exercises led by 
the public sector (e.g. national or inter-governmental organizations such as national statistical 
offices, European Commission and ILO); and by the non-state actors (e.g. research institute, 
think tank, and research group). In reality, the review of mapping exercise involves a mix of 
both public and non-state actors in terms of funding, manpower, data source and 
communication. To highlight the source of the intellectual contribution to mapping exercises, 
we focus on the management of the mapping exercise, in particular research.14 There are only 
21 observations in the Table 1 and thus nine missing responses (see footnote 14).  

For instance, SEFORÏS (I3 in Annex 2) is funded by the European Union but the management 
is left to the research centers. For Social Economy in the European Union (S2 in Annex 1), 
CIRIEC teams were the leaders of the project, with European funding.15  

One of the key principles for research, in particular statistics-related works which demand a 
regular update, is continuity. Consistent and continuous engagement with and support for 
research entities and researchers with knowledge and experience to carry out research on 
SSE and its statistics are an indispensable element for enabling an environment for the 
growth of the SSE sector.  

3.8 Sector of economic activity 
The economic activity sector or industry sector variable is used to classify mappings by its 
focus on specific economic activities, especially for the first two kinds of collection methods 
(4.1.1 Extracting statistical data from administrative/legal/institutional documents and 4.1.2. 
Extracting statistical data from international case studies). For instance, among the mapping 
exercises on cooperatives, SEFORÏS (I13 in Annex 2) and the Weight of the Social Economy: 
An International Perspective (I16 in Annex 2) are categorized differently according to this 
variable. The former covers multiple economic activity sectors of SSE while the latter focuses 
on the cooperatives in the banking sector. Extracting statistical data from thematic maps (Cx 

 
14  More details about the sponsor(s)/funder(s)/coordinator(s) of the mappings are provided in Annex 5 where information about 

data availability is also developed. Websites are listed in the bibliography. 
15  It is worthwhile noting that CIRIEC teams won the call for tenders three times in a row (2007, 2012, 2017), which allowed not 

only the same methodology but also the same understanding and usage of the concepts translated into statistical items, as well 
as the same coordinating research leaders. Moreover, the national teams within the CIRIEC network were to a very large extent 
identical over the three exercises (spread over 10-12 years). 
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in Annex 3) may give information about an industry sector (C5, Journalism for solutions). But 
sometimes it only refers to a theme that is not directly related to a specific industry or 
economic activity sector (C6, SSE for Sustainable Development Goals). 

Mapping exercises categorized by this variable help understand the distribution of SSE in 
different economic activity sectors and sectoral contribution of SSE to the economy. By 
focusing on a single industry sector, mappings have a higher level of comparability over time 
and geographical regions. Further, the mappings help develop public policies and legal 
instruments dealing with sector-specific issues of SSE such as sector-specific legislations16 or 
economic conditions.  

3.9 Graphical presentation of the 30 mappings 
Finally, with regard to the Scope variable, we propose an additional graphical representation 
(see Figure 1) to the figures presented in Table 1 based on the depiction of entities covered 
by the different frameworks used for producing SSE statistics (Bouchard, 2020).17 The goal 
was to visualize our 30 mappings according to SSE delineation. The mapping exercises are 
indexed by their code. From this graph, we can observe how diverse the foci of mapping 
exercises are. This review of mapping exercises is a first attempt to classify different research 
efforts concerning the social economy in a broad sense. The findings of our review call for 
further research with less-Euro-centric and more historical perspectives. These perspectives 
are essential to study and apprehend the evolution of concepts and definitions used to 
delineate the SSE. They also expose the dearth of a comprehensive rigorous mapping of SSE 
statistics at the international level.  
  

 
16  Whose specific objectives are: 1) to analyze the existence of the overall legal framework: the national and regional laws for the 

SSE; 2) to analyze the existence of reference legal frameworks in terms of sectoral or statutory regulations of SSE entities; 3) to 
analyze the existence of specific regulations for the SSE within general legal matters, i.e. procurement regulations or tax 
regulations. 

17  To see the original graphical representation, see Annex 4. 
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Figure 1: Classification of the 30 mappings with regard to conceptual frameworks for producing statistics of 
the SSE 

 

Source: Authors, adapted from Bouchard and Salathé-Beaulieu (2021). 

 

3.10  Limits of the 30 mappings 
Development of statistical methodologies and collection of data relying on volunteerism of 
research may lead to statistical results with different levels of comprehensiveness, 
robustness and accuracy. There are several factors determining this variance of statistical 
results. Firstly, in the absence of standardized statistical concepts and procedures, research 
based on volunteerism applies diverse concepts and procedures to its statistical exercises, 
which produces different statistical outputs. Secondly, limited human resources and 
inaccessibility of research based on volunteerism to public statistics make it almost 
impossible to achieve comprehensive and robust statistical results. Thirdly, research based 
on volunteerism often lacks the capacity to have a statistically representative sample (in terms 
of size and weighted stratification of the population), which is indispensable to statistically 
robust results. 

Many of the 30 mappings we reviewed have demonstrated these problems. In addition, many 
of them have not produced statistics about the SSE as part of their core objectives. 
Researchers start from scratch and the results may differ depending on who is producing the 
exercise. In ICSEM (I2 in Annex 2), some enterprises of each type were interviewed and the 
research teams compiled figures about these enterprises, but not all social enterprises of the 
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country were taken into account. In Emerging Social Enterprise Ecosystems in East and South 
African Countries (I11), only 271 enterprises were questioned. Even in large mappings such 
as SUSY (I8), where 80 researchers were involved as partners, where more than 1,100 
practices were mapped, where more than 550 interviews were carried out, involving NGO 
networks, districts and SSE realities, institutions, local authorities, members of parliament, 
CBOs and volunteers, where more than 100 representatives from local authorities were 
involved, the results can neither be considered exhaustive nor serve to measure the sector. 
The methodology18 leads to some figures but not to statistics in the real sense that it can 
show the weight of the SSE in the economy. Because of the voluntary character of the mapping 
exercise of the SSE activity, none of the mappings presents a full picture of the SSE. The only 
exercises that can be considered as exhaustive in terms of statistics with regard to the sector 
are based on administrative data (by satellite accounts) or stratified sample surveys.  

The majority of the mappings we reviewed are not statistical compilations made by a public 
body. Non-state actors are often in charge and they have fewer human and financial 
resources. As shown in Table 1, we note the significant role played by research institutes (not 
related to public administrations) in the management of these mapping exercises. Indeed, 
more than 50% (11 out of 21) are managed by research institutes or teams. This also explains 
the high number of one-shot exercises (especially since all the mapping exercises are 
irregularly updated). We observe a relatively small number (4 out of 30) of statistical 
production exercises of real SSE measurement, i.e. collection of data with the explicit purpose 
of counting the SSE organizations and enterprises and measuring the weight of SSE within 
the economy. With regard to the geographical scale, mappings seem to cover fairly large 
territories in the case of supra-national level mapping exercises.  

4 Conclusion  
Two key objectives of this paper were to help policymakers better understand the SSE through 
information on mapping exercises on SSE, and to provide information to practitioners and 
researchers with an interest in creating mappings of SSE. In view of those objectives, we have 
introduced the key trends and landscapes of mapping exercises on SSE and explained the 
opportunities, benefits and challenges of SSE from the perspective of mapping exercises.  

Through the extensive review of existing mapping exercises on SSE, we selected 30 mapping 
exercises that have been produced since 2015. They include 4 internationally coordinated 
mapping exercises whose goal was to measure the social economic weight and size of the 
social economy or a part of the social economy. Other mapping exercises include various 
exercises identifying and explaining the SSE sector. Some are studies that take up and 
summarize work on a national basis to determine the weight and size of the social economy 
and to compare countries. Others are works that do not have the objective of providing 
representative statistics but try to provide quantitative information on specific SSE sectors.  

 
18  The methodology is based on 3 features: 

• Mapping of at least 20 stakeholders for each territory; 
• Identification of 5 key stakeholders from different sectors (activists, volunteers, NGO operators, consumers, local or 

national authorities, universities, etc.) interviewed for a context analysis and for input and useful indications for the 
selection of good practices in the territory; 

• After the selection of the good practice, 5 additional interviews carried out with practitioners (members, associates or 
stakeholders) to deepen the contribution of the chosen experience in the context of the research. 
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Mapping exercises are often a process prior to comprehensive research and the production 
of statistics on a large scale. They often contribute to elaborating methodologies and 
measurement tools and producing comprehensive statistical information in a coherent and 
harmonized way. Defining the subject well and developing good data sources render mapping 
exercises easier. They pave the way for a more robust statistical methodology and the 
production of comprehensive and accurate statistics. In SSE, for instance, compared to other 
sectors, the cooperative sector is well defined and has better data sources. As a consequence, 
it has more developed mapping exercises and more numerous methodological works for SSE 
statistics.19  

The volume of research on SSE in general, particularly on statistics, however, is still small. The 
dearth of the research including mapping exercises on SSE, especially on new forms of SSE 
that rapidly develop, highlights the need for more research and support for it. Concerted 
efforts of private and public sector actors and stakeholders on designing and implementing 
research is crucial to better understanding, acknowledging and reporting all types of SSE 
across the world.  

  

 
19  Statistics on Cooperatives – Concepts, classification, work and economic contribution measurement, (ILO et al., 2020). 
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6 Annexes 
 

Annex 1: Statistical measurement of SSE 
Table 2: Overview on statistical measurement of SSE 

Code Title Publication 
date 

Data 
collection 

period 
Periodicity Geographical 

scale Language Scope Replicability20 Implementers 
Economic 

activity 
sector 

S1 World cooperative monitor 2011-…. 2011-
2019 

Published 
annually Global en; es Cooperatives Yes / Yes International 

Authority All 

S2 Social economy in the European 
Union 2017 2014-

2015 

New study 
every 5 
years 

 EU:  
AT; BE; BG; CY; 
CZ; DE; DK; EE; 

ES; FI; FR; GB; GR; 
HR; HU; IE; IT; LT; 
LU; LV; MT; NL; 

PL; PT; RO; SE; SI; 
SK 

en; fr; es; it; 
pl 

Summary: 
en; fr; bg; cs; 

da; de; el; 
es; et; fi; hr; 
hu; it; lt; lv; 

mt; nl; pl; pt; 
ro; sk; sl; sv 

SSE Yes / Yes Research 
Institute All 

S3 
Facts and Figures AMICE-ICMIF - 

Facts and figures: mutual and 
cooperative insurance in Europe 

2018 2007-
2015 

Update 
every 5 

years (more 
or less) 

 EU: 
AT; BE; BG; CH; 
CY; CZ; DE; DK; 
EE; ES; FI; FR; GB; 
GR; HR; HU; IE; IS; 
IT; LI; LT; LU; LV; 
MT; NL; NO; PL; 
PT; RO; SE; SI; SK 

en Mutuals Yes / Yes International 
Authority Insurance 

S4 Market InGlobal Mutual Market 
Share 2017 2019 2007-

2017 
Update 

every year Global en Mutuals Yes / Yes International 
Authority Insurance 

  

 
20  The column Replicability for the I2 (Annex 2) is filled in as follows: Yes/No because the methodology is explained (contribution of country researchers and then cluster creation from interviews in order to classify 

social enterprises in the different countries). But there is no real accounting of the precise number of social enterprises and their respective weight/size in the country. For S1, World Cooperative monitor, it is 
Yes/Yes. 
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Annex 2: International research on SSE 
 
Table 3: Overview on international research on SSE 

Code Title Publication 
date 

Data collection 
period Periodicity Geographical scale Language Scope Replicability Implementers  Economic activity 

sector 

I1 

MESMER - Mapping 
European Social Market 

Economy: Review on Social 
Dialogue, Labor Market and 

Employment 

2007-2020 Not applicable One-shot 
 EU: 
BE; BG; ES; FR; GB; 
IT; PL; SE 

en SSE  Not applicable International 
Authority Social dialogue 

I2 
ICSEM - International 
Comparative Social 

Enterprise Models Project 
2012-2019 

2013-2015 
(SE landscape) 

2016-2017 
(questionnaire) 

One-shot 

 EU:  
AT; BE; CH; CZ; DE; 
ES; FI; FR; GB; HU; 
HR; IE; IT; PL; SE; UA 
 NA: 
CA; US 
 OC:  
AU; ID; NZ 
 AF: 
AE; RW; ZA 
 SA: 
BO; BR; CL; EC; MX; 
PE 
 AS: 
CN; IL; JP; KH; KR; 
PH; TW; VN 

en; fr; es SE Yes / No Research 
Institute All 

I3 SEFORÏS 2014-2016 2014 One-shot (for 
2 years) 

 EU: 
BE; DE; ES; GB; HU; 
PT; RO; RU; SE 
 AS: 
CN 

en SE Yes / No Research 
Institute All 

I4 TSI - Third Sector Impact 2014-2019 2014-2019 One-shot 
 EU:  
AT; DE; ES; FR; GB; 
HR; IT; NO; NL; PL 

en Third sector Yes / No Research 
Institute All 
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I5 ITSSOIN - Impact of the Third 
Sector as Social Innovation 2015 

2014 for 
interviews, not 

applicable 
otherwise 

One-shot 
 EU: 
CZ; DE; DK; ES; FR; 
GB; IT; NL; SE 

en Third sector Yes / No; not 
applicable 

International 
Authority 

Social innovation; 
Culture and arts; 
Social services; 

Healthcare; 
Environmental 
sustainability; 

Consumer 
protection; Work 

integration; 
Community 

development 

I6 
The Weight of the Social 

Economy: An International 
Perspective 

2015 Not applicable One-shot 

 SA: 
BR 
 EU: 
BE; FR; GB 
 AS: 
JP 

en SSE Not applicable Research 
Institute All 

I7 
INNOSI – Innovative Social 
Investment Strengthening 

Communities in Europe 
2015-2017 

From 2008 to 
2014 for case 

studies, not 
applicable 
otherwise 

One-shot 
 EU: 
DE; ES; FI; GB; GR; 
HU; IT; NL; PL; SE 

en Third sector Yes / No; not 
applicable 

International 
Authority 

Labor market 
support, 

childhood 
development 

I8 SUSY – Sustainable and 
Solidarity Economy 2015-2018 2015 One-shot 

 EU: 
AT; BE; BG; CY; CZ; 
DE; EE; ES; FI; FR; 
GB; GR; HU; HR; IE; 
IT; MT; PL; PT; RO; SI; 
SK 
 Global: 
 SA: 
BO; BR; UY 
 AS:  
IN; MY; PS 
 AF:  
MU; MZ; TN 

en SSE Yes / No Research 
Institute All 

I9 
WEstart – Mapping Women’s 

Social Entrepreneurship in 
Europe 

2015-2020 2014-2015 One-shot 

 EU: 
BE; BG; DE; ES; FR; 
GB; HU; IE; IT; LT; LU; 
SE 

en; fr 
country 

studies in 
en + bg; 

de; es; fr; 
hu; it; lt; sv 

SE Yes / No Research 
Institute 

Women 
entrepreneurship 



Mapping International SSE Mapping Exercises 
Compère, Sak and Schoenmaeckers 

24 

I10 Coop4Dev 2016-…. 2016-2020 Irregularly 
updated 

 EU:  
CZ; DE; FI; PL; PT 
 NA: 
CA 
 OC:  
FJ; ID; KI; PG; PH; VU 
 AF: 
BW; CI; MA; TZ; UG; 
ZM 
 SA: 
AR; BO; BR; CL; CO; 
CR; CW; DO; EC; GT; 
HN; HT; JM; KN; MX; 
PA; PE; PR; PY; SV; 
UY 
 AS: 
IR; MM; NP 

en Cooperatives Yes / Yes International 
Authority All 

I11 

Emerging Social Enterprise 
Ecosystems in East and 

South African Countries: A 
Diagnosis of Supporting 

Environments and Activity of 
Social Enterprises in Kenya, 

Malawi, Rwanda, South 
Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, 

and Zambia 

2017 Probably 2015 One-shot 
 AF:  
KE; MW; RW; TZ; UG; 
ZA; ZM 

en SE Yes / No International 
Authority 

Education; 
Energy; Health; 

Water & 
Sanitation 

I12 

INNO WISEs - Technologies, 
Competences and Social 

Innovation for Work 
Integration Social 

Enterprises 
 

2017-2020 2017-2018 One-shot  EU: 
BE; HR; IT; PL; SI en SE Yes / No International 

Authority 

Technologies; 
competences; 

social innovation 

I13 
ILO Statistics on 

cooperatives - Countries in 
focus 

2017-…. Not applicable One-shot 

 AF:  
TZ 
 AS:  
IR; JP; KR; NP; PH; 
TR  
 EU:  
GB; RU  
 NA:  
CA  
 OC:  
AU; ID  
 SA:  
BR; CR 

en Cooperatives Not applicable International 
Authority All 
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I14 
(A map of) social enterprises 

and their ecosystems in 
Europe (3) - EURICSE 

2018-2020 2017-2019 
New study 

every 2 or 3 
years 

 EU:  
AL; AT; BE; BG; CH; 
CY; CZ; DE; DK; EE; 
ES; FI; FR; GB; GR; 
HR; HU; IE; IS; IT; LT; 
LU; LV; MK; MT; NL; 
NO; PL; PT; RO; RS; 
SE; SI; SK 
 AS:  
TR 

en 
Summary: 
en; fr; de 

SE Yes / No Research 
Institute All 

I15 Anuario Iberoamericano de 
la Economía Social nº 3 2019 Not applicable Every two-

three years 

 EU: 
ES; PT 
 SA: 
AR; BR; CL; CO; EC; 
HN; MX; PE; PR 

sp SSE Not applicable 
Research 
Institute 

(OIBESCOOP) 
All 

I16 
Co-operative Banking 

Networks in Europe: Models 
and Performance 

2019 Not applicable One-shot  EU:  
AT; FI; FR; DE; IT; NL en Cooperatives Not applicable Research 

Institute Banking 

I17 CNP - Comparative Nonprofit 
Sector Project21 2019-2020 2014-2019 Irregularly 

updated 

 OC: 
NZ 
 EU: 
NO 
 AF: 
IL 

en; no, he Third Sector Yes / No Research 
Institute All 

 
  

 
21  Other countries have used this methodology (before 2015 and so not present in the table, see ): AF: EG; GH; IL; KE; LB; MA; PK; TZ; UG; ZA | AS: IN; JP; KR; PH; TH; TR | EU: AT; BE; CH; CZ; DE; DK; ES; FI; 

FR; GB; HU; IE; IT; NL; NO; PL; PT; RO; RU; SE; SK |NA: CA; US |OC: AU; NZ |SA: AR; BR; CL; CO; MX; PE 
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Annex 3: List of geographical localization maps22 
 
Table 4: Overview on geographical localization maps 

Code Title Publication date Periodicity Geographical range Language Scope Economic activity sector 

C1 ESS Global 2014-… Irregularly 
updated 

 SA:  
BR 
 EU:  
FR 
 NA: 
CA-QC  

en SSE All 

C2 TransforMap 2014-…. Irregularly 
updated 

Global  
Mainly AT; DE en SSE 

Alternatives to the 
dominant economic 

thinking 

C3 The map of SSE solutions 2015-…. Irregularly 
updated Global en SSE All 

C4 Public policies for SSE 2015-…. Irregularly 
updated Global en SSE Public policies 

C5 Journalist for solutions 2015-…. Irregularly 
updated Global en SSE Journalism 

C6 SSE for Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) 2018-…. Irregularly 

updated Global en SSE Sustainable development 
goals 

C7 SSE Public Policies for Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) 2018-…. Irregularly 

updated Global en SSE Sustainable development 
goals 

C8 SSE Pedagogical tools 2018-…. Irregularly 
updated Global en SSE Pedagogical tools 

C9 Transiscope 2018-…. Irregularly 
updated Global fr SSE Ecological and social 

transition 

 
22  Columns “Replicability” and “Implementers” disappear for Cartographies because of the uniformity of characteristics.  
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Annex 4: Entities covered by different frameworks for producing SSE 
statistics 

 
Figure 2: Entities covered by different frameworks for producing SSE statistics 

 
Source: Bouchard and Salathé-Beaulieu (2021). 



 

28 
 

Annex 5: Complementary information on mappings 
 Statistical measurement of SSE 
S1: World cooperative monitor 
Authors: Anna Berton; Chiara Carini; Ilana Gotz; Stefania Turri; Hyungsik Eum; Carla Ranicki; Flavio Bazzana; Ivana Catturani 
Partners: International Cooperative Alliance; Euricse 
Sponsors: Crédit Mutuel; Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO); Rabobank; Krishak Bharati Cooperative Limited (KRIBHCO) 
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