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1. COLOMBIA: A HISTORY OF LIMITED NORMATIVITY

- The economic alternative cooperative in Colombia dates back to the early decades of the twentieth
century.

- This alternative has been completely limited by the presence of rules that extremely hinder their
activity.

- Production of public policies, regulations and building their expressions, has not been motivated by
promoting an alternative economy but for use on short-term proposals for adjusiment oi the
economy .

- In the last thirty years they have not enacted positive public policies ior the cooperative .

- On the conirary, old iormulas of promotion and protection have disappeared.

- The potential oi the cooperative are wasted to contribute to the changes required in the country.



1. COLOMBIA: A HISTORY OF LIMITED NORMATIVITY

Public policies produced in the last decades regarding the cooperative, have not heen visible
engine for this sector oi the economy and make 1t a key player in national development .

Today 1t 1S absolutely necessary that public policies are reviewed againsi the cooperative .

To do this, in various scenes, we have drawn attention (o the content o the resolution adopted
by the General Assembly oi the United Nations (18 December 2009) by which governmenis are
urged fo : " ... advaniage ully the potential of cooperatives (o contribute (o the achievement oi
social development goals, in parficular eradicating poverty, promoting il and productive
employment and greater social integration.”



2. PUBLIC POLICIES AND REGULATIONS NEEDED FOR DEVELOPMENT OF
COOPERATIVE AND SOLIDARITY ECONOMY IN COLOMBIA

The crisis of legal Institutions for cooperatives and solidarity economy in Colombia, lmited
business development, management becomes unstable and produces unnecessary costs that lead
10 @ certain Kind of Inelciency in production operations .

To remedy this Situation all setings , focusing on are required:

a) reiorms, adjustment or development oi new basic laws;
¢ ) Deiinitions for a local public policy development;

d ) Legal definitions for a new system of supervision; and
¢) Clarity of benefits and tax obligations.



3. PEACE AGREEMENTS AND ACTIONS IN THE RURAL WORLD

FRUSTRATED THE AGRARIAN REFORMS

Agrarian reforms throughout Lafin America maniiest as a Irustrated revolution. This has
exacerbated deep conilicts and formed a huge displaced population in rural areas .

It Is accepted that vielence in many regions stems irom the persisience of a sysiem oi
organization oi the agrarian structure bhased on inequality , inequity, exclusion and lack oi
opportunity. Overcoming such detonators factors oi violence depends on a proiound
fransiormation oi the prevailing system oi rural organization.

This lack of a comprehensive agrarian reiorm IS centered on the iailure to grant the
cooperative sector a long-range capabilities that exceed their temporary use as a simple
mechanism approach producers to markets.

The fransiormation of agricultural Structures Invelves joint action for the Ssocial and
cooperative sector has high presence in these scenes.



3. PEACE AGREEMENTS AND ACTIONY IN THE RURAL WORLD

HIAVANA AGREEMENT

The prelimmary agreement (2014) Is Seen as the bheginning of a Structural transiormation ol
rural society and agrarian economy (o solve the root causes oi contlict.

There 1t 1S recognized that the rural economy and rural development involves “promoting
difierent forms oIl association and cooperatives, mcome generation and employment, dignity
and Iormalization of work, tood production and preservation ol the environment."

AS Instruments have been proposed plans to pronmote solidarity economy and rural cooperaiive
fechnical comprehensive assistance, commercialization and strengthening the system ol social
protection and security of the rural population to support and consolidate income generation ol
the rural economy, family and community and medinm producers with lower incomes.



3. PEACE AGREEMENTS AND ACTIONY IN THE RURAL WORLD

WHY INTERVENE IN THE PROCESS OF POST - AGREEMENT?

Complementing the question of why intervene in posi- conilict scenes, it must be based on the
identification of the precariousness, o gaps, needs and aspirations oi human beings who have
lived armed conirontation .

They understand the importance oi being ully organized to achieve their political ideals
through a diiierent way oi doing economics, in which they can be profagonisis of their own
destiny.

The transiormation oi the field, in all the varied facets, IS an imperative of the Iirst order, and
the cooperative sector is called to be hasic protagonist of this purpose.



3. PEACE AGREEMENTS AND ACTIONY IN THE RURAL WORLD

PROPOSALS OF COLOMBIAN COOPERATIVISM

We have identiiied some proposals and instruments that require the cooperative sector to eiiectively
intervene in the atmosphere oi post- agreement:

A positive legal iramework;

An institute of education and training;

An promotion and development apparaius;

A new financing structure oi rural productive projects ;
Mechanisms oi agricultural commercialization cooperative;

Means relations between the state , indusiry and other economic and social forces involved in
the territories in re- construction.



3. PEACE AGREEMENTS AND ACTIONY IN THE RURAL WORLD

PROPOSALS OF COLOMBIAN COOPERATIVISM

To help achieve the desired impact on the national economy and the population directly, public
policy should be designed $o that the cooperative business iigure is promoted and strengthened
as a liie option for a greater number oi Colombians, helping fo ensure a Society more
egalitarian but with greater srowth dynamic.

The public authorities must recognize In this business model 1S an important ally (o achieve the
purpose oi the modern Siate, promoting a legal sysiem that promotes development and
encourages expanded parficipation oi these business iorms in the concert oi the national
economy.



3. PEACE AGREEMENTS AND ACTIONY IN THE RURAL WORLD

FUNCTIONS OF COLOMBIAN COOPERATIVISM IN THE CONTEXT OF POST-AGREEMENT

@) Financial inclusion for farmers mainly in scattered rural areas, developimg a modern sysiem and adjusted to the
reality of Iarming, providing credit resources especially for those population groups that have iewer
opporiunities.

b) Develop mechanisms that bring small producers (o markets of cities, including them in plans for supplying cities
and procurement strategies of state entities.

¢) Provision of services ior the commercialization of products; and the provision oi equipment and inirastructure
for the (ransiormation processes, storage and distribution of the producis of peasant iamily economy.

) Provide comprehensive support services that meet the needs of producers (o achieve eificient use oi land and
waler resources, optimizing commercialization conditions and logistics ior agriculiural production af the
regional level, improving risk management markel and climate, and increasing the supply oi Imancial
resources ior the sector and achieve commercial use or agriculture.

e) Creafing an assurance model that integrates agricnltural insurance as catastrophic as much.



4. HOPE OF SOCIAL AND COOPERATIVE SECTOR IN COLOMBIA

For social and cooperative sector iully act on these dynamics oi transiormation oi Colombian liie, we need a
parimership with the public sector sysiem.

This means in the short term, the uncertainties regulations limiting cooperative action, agreeing standards
and more flexible to faciliiate the activities ol the sector. This would be possible ii:

. Regulations for the intervention oi cooperatives with iinancial activity so that they can expand their range,
especially in underserved areas were strengthened.

. The cooperative model 1o be propellant areas oi infegrated rural developmeni and posi-conilict, as an ideal
business option that can output the supply oi goods and services (o the rural population were used.

. The nvestment framework and public (@nd privaie) procuremeni will be improved with cooperatives,
eliminating barriers that prevent a further development.

{. Mechanisms to facilitate the organization oi cooperatives and other social economy entities ior the promotion
01 housing, especially social interest is established.

. Pedagogical tools will be created to promote the educational sysiem invelving Colombians in fraining,
organization, participation and use oi cooperative services.
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