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Ladies and gentlemen:

- It is with great pleasure that | am here with yoday at this 29 International Congress
of CIRIEC, which is dedicated to the subject ohgel interest’;

— Over the last three days, the numerous workshaotshigh-level speakers have sought to
explore how public, social and cooperative econsran 'serve' this general interest and
how they can adapt to changing conditions;

— | hope that as President of the Various Interestsu of the European Economic and
Social Committee, | will be able to contribute teetdebate, not only with regard to the
role of civil societyin this process, but also on the specific contrdyuof the social
economyto the general interest;

— For the EESC, that we fondly refer to as 'The Hoois&uropean Civil Society', was
established as early as 1957, as a consultativenoofj the European institutions. Its
members represent Employers, Employee and 'Vahmeests';

— Within the Various Interests Group a wide arrayeofopean civil society organisations
are represented, including the social economy, @/leostribution to driving a sustainable
and inclusive growth is increasingly being recogdiat the European level;

— Hence, my presentation today will firstly examihe bverall contribution of civil society
to the 'general interest’, notably in the currestiGeconomic and political crisis that
Europe is undergoing;

- In the second part of my presentation, | will addrehe specific role of the social
economy as a vehicle for employment creation, swdbée growth and for a fairer
income and wealth distribution.

— Ladies and gentlemen, | would like to begin thig pdmy presentation, by quoting Jean
Monnet, who many years ago said thalothing can be done without citizens but nothing
can last without institutions";

— Particularly in this period of severe crisis in &pe, it is imperative that we remember the
importance of the contribution of civil society aparticipatory democracy to the 'general
interest’;

— Itis crucial that we find effective and reliablarns of dialogue for representative elected
and civil actors;

— For as a result of the economic, social and paliticises in Europe, the European Union
is in dire needof making itself more visible, tangible, relevamtd accessible to the lives
of its citizens, for the 'general interest’;

— We are in dire need of enhancing the sense of feam identity' among our citizens
through increased opportunities for participatogmdcracy and accountability at the
European level;



For over the past three years, the harsh auspeityrammes and the repeated recourse to
intergovernmental negotiations have resulted inemttened sense of disavowal and
disassociation of citizens vis-a-vis their locafianal and European leaders;

Indeed, the EU Institutions, which were originaligtablished to be the bastions of
democracy, find themselves under attack by citizeseveral European countries;

We must also remember that at the national levelhaesxe witnessed the collapse of
numerous European governments and the instaumaitiovo technocratic ones;

The result has been the emergence of stereotypoh@r@judices reminiscent of a Europe
of many decades ago;

Within this context, it is crucial that we recogmiand act upon the opportunities of the
Lisbon Treaty's Articles 10, 11 and 12 to semubbtical messag®f confidencen active
citizenship and representative democracy;

We should seize upon the opportunity to develouean identity among citizens so
that they recognise that investing in Europe itheir personal and national interest;

In a nutshell, it is in the 'general interest' &aivé 'more Europe’, which means more trust
between Member States, between Member States atidutions, between citizens,
governments and the EU, and between different matisocieties;

We need to create a perception of ‘community oftis@samong all of the above,
something which is currently seriously lacking, toftetween Member States and even
within the governments of single Member States;

So how should we proceed?

On other occasions | have already proposed a simdph, but one which | think could
help to strengthen participatory democracy;

My proposal is for us to jointly invest in the 20E8iropean Year of Citizens: for the
Etats généraux of parliaments to take place (naltiparliaments from our Member States
together with the European Parliament), which wouwdme up with 5 key
recommendations for renewal in Europe;

In parallel, the European Economic and Social Cdtemicould organise a similar event
for civil society and working together we couldderthe bridge between our citizens, the
electorate and the elected;

So we could jointly work towards a structured debanh our future, restoring both
representative and participatory democracy, stitmgagovernments and European
institutions to move Europe forward, which inclugeeparing the 2014 elections to the
European Parliament.

I would now like to move on to the second part of pnesentation, which will address
the specific role of the social economy, whaaison d'étreis to contribute to the 'general
interest' of society;

Perhaps if | can start by mentioning that the Masidnterests Group has established a
specific sub-group on the sector, the 'Social Engn@ategory'. Its members represent
cooperatives, mutuals, associations, foundatioms sacial NGOs, who meet regularly
and are key players in promoting and implementomead entrepreneurship;



If I can also add that we have commissioned a sfuoiyn CIRIEC on 'The Social
Economy in the European Union' and that we willamige a conference on Social
Entrepreneurship, in Brussels on 3 October;

With the above in mind, there are some very cleassages that | would like to put
forward this afternoon;

The first is that the social economy is a sectoictvirs able to combine profitability with
social inclusion and democratic systems of govereaworking alongside the public and
private sectors in matching services to needs;

Hence, social economy enterprises play an incrgsinmportant role in the
competitiveness and efficiency of the European econ

Particularly in the current period of economic autial crises, the social economy can
bring innovative solutions for social cohesion amdusion, job creation, growth and the
promotion of active citizenship;

For in the cooperatives sector alone in Europeytottieere are some 160,000 cooperative
enterprises owned by 123 million members and progicemployment to 5.4 million
individuals;

Not only is the cooperative sector resilient to thisis, but in many European countries
the sector is actually growing. For example, in th€, the number of cooperatives is
steadily increasing with a 9% increase in 2010;

Moreover, in 2009 the British cooperative sectarfmover grew by 10% whilst the UK
economycontractedby 4.9%;

Secondly, the social economy as a whole, is a settich de facto leads to employment,
production and sustainable economic growth atadba and regional level;

And it is precisely the positive impact of socialterprises, cooperatives, mutuals,
associations and foundations on local communitiesthe environment and on society
which is the sector's strength. For they can boddesion and growth both at the local
and European level, thus contributing to the im@etation of the Europe 2020 Strategy
and the Single Market;

However, unless a level-playing field for theseoestis established, with legal,
administrative and financial instruments condudivéhe development of the sector, their
potential will not be unleashed;

And there is a great deal of potential to unle&si!this is a sector which has weathered
the economic crisis much better that others andcieasingly gaining recognition at the
European level;

Indeed, in the last few years, the sector haslasn subject to important improvements
in terms of political and legal recognition, botittze EU level (Single Market Act, Social
Business Initiative, European Foundation Statutiicgh Entrepreneurship Funds, etc.)
and at the national level (e.g. the recent Spdrashon the Social Economy);
Nonetheless, much still needs to be done in ingrgasinderstanding, in raising
awareness and in building public trust in the secto



In my opinion, it is necessary to reinforce thefieoof the social economy, highlighting
its economic and social potential asautionto the current economic and social crises
and as an instrument for positive change.

Ladies and gentlemen, Europe is currently on coasls for its future, its identity and
even its very survival;

Serving the 'general interest' could not be morgoitant and more urgent for Europe
today;

And for this reason in my speech this afternoorhbdse to address both the wider
contribution of civil society to participatory degracy and the narrower angle of the role
of the social economy vis a vis the 'general irdtisre

For in my view they are all interconnected, all oally reinforcing and all urgent;

As Jean Monnet stated many decades ago: "Peopjeacnépt change when they are
faced with necessity, and only recognise necegsipn a crisis is upon them®;

Lets use Europe's crisis to commit to a diversityenterprise, to commit to the real
economy and to what matters most to our citizens;

Lets strive for botlgrowth andequityand lets move Europe forward, taking our citizens
with us;

Thank you for your attention.



