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CIRIEC-Canada, activities 2016-2018 

 

 
 

Profile of CIRIEC-Canada 
 
CIRIEC-Canada is a scientific Association which gathers together group 

members (public enterprises, co-operatives, mutual societies, associations, 
pension funds, trade unions, university research centres, training institutes) 

and individual members (researchers, teachers, students and practitioners). 
The purpose of our Association is to contribute to the building up of a plural 
economy through an informed and critical support of the development of the 

collective economy (social and public) and through the promotion of the 
general interest. 

 
For more than 50 years CIRIEC-Canada has thus worked in the field of 

research, liaison, distribution and transfer, in bringing together academics and 
practitioners, from the social economy and from the public economy, and in 
propelling activities designed to sustain and develop a vision of what makes a 

contribution to general interest objectives. 
 

In keeping with its mission, considering its unique character as an association 
with a double transversality of object (social-economy enterprise and public 
enterprise) and membership (researchers and practitioners) and considering 

its reading of the main contemporary trends of its economic, social and 
political environment, CIRIEC follows the following strategic orientations: 

1. Through its research, training, information and distribution activities it 
contributes to the recognition of collective enterprises and their 
specificities as a development model and as a form of organisation 

promoting collective interests and serving the general interest; 
2. It is a crossroads for discussion, analysis, research and transfer on the 

enterprises belonging to the social and public economy, based on an 
approach of partnership with its members (persons, organisations and 
networks);  

3. It contributes to the advancement of practices of the collective enterprises 
in a perspective of sustainable development; 

4. It acts as an agency of transfer of knowledge in the co-construction of 
practical skills and knowledge relating to the collective enterprise, and this 
in an original approach of partnership with its members and groups of 

members researchers and practitioners; 
5. It participates in and contributes to the international bodies for discussion 

and research on collective enterprises (association, community, 
cooperative, mutualist, semi-public enterprises);  

6. It contributes towards developing the interest of teachers and young 

researchers for the collective enterprise as a model for sustainable 
development. 

 
Seen thus, CIRIEC is an interchange of expertise in research, in training and 
in support for the development of a plural, social, solidarist economy. 
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Activities 2016-2018 
 

During 2016 and 2018 CIRIEC-Canada, its members, its Board and its 
Executive Committee were regularly present in the meetings of CIRIEC 
International and in the scientific activities. Among other things we actively 

participated in the follow-up on the works of the CIRIEC International 
Scientific Council (ISC) and of two other Scientific Commissions, “Social and 

Cooperative Economy”, and “Public Enterprises / Public Services”.  
 
After serving as President of CIRIEC International from 2012 to 2014, the 

President of CIRIEC-Canada, Mr. Léopold Beaulieu, is Honorary President of 
CIRIEC International. 

 
The International Scientific Commission on “Social and Cooperative Economy” 
has been chaired since May 2015 by Marie J. Bouchard, Full Professor in the 

Department of Organization and Human Resources (UQAM) and Vice-
President International Affairs at Ciriec-Canada. In February 2018, her term 

as President of the International Scientific Commission on “Social and 
Cooperative Economy” was renewed for the next three years. 

Marie J. Bouchard was appointed Chair of the COPAC Technical Working Group 
on Cooperative Statistics. This working group was created in 2016 at the 
initiative of COPAC (Committee for the Promotion of Cooperatives), which 

brings together 5 international organizations: the International Cooperative 
Alliance (ICA), the International Labour Office (ILO), the United Nations 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA), the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Farmers’ 
Organization (WFO). In addition to some members of the International 

Scientific Commission on “Social and Cooperative Economy”, the working 
group brings together members of international organizations and 

representatives of national statistical agencies from various countries. To read 
the report: 
Conceptual Framework for the Purpose of Measurement of Cooperatives and 

its Operationalization . 
 

The members of the International Scientific Commission on “Public 
Enterprises / Public Services” include Luc Bernier, holding the Jarislowsky 
Chair in Public Sector Management and Professor at the University of Ottawa 

and Vice-President University Affairs at CIRIEC-Canada.  
Luc Bernier chaired the International Scientific Council (ISC) from 2011 to the 

end of 2014. Since the end of this mandate, he has actively participated in the 
International Scientific Commission “Public Enterprises / Public Services, 
among others as a member of the steering committee of the important 

research program on the future of public enterprise, and during the year 
2017, in the organization of three round tables held in June in Rouen, then in 

Milan before being held by the Jarislowsky Chair at the University of Ottawa in 
November 2017. These round tables were intended to facilitate the 
preparation of a collective work on public enterprises, to be published by 

Routledge, under the joint direction of Luc Bernier, Philippe Bance and 
Massimo Florio. 

 

http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/cooperatives/publications/WCMS_578683/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/topics/cooperatives/publications/WCMS_578683/lang--en/index.htm
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50th anniversary of CIRIEC-Canada 

 

The symposium Économie sociale et finance solidaire, jointly organised by 
CIRIEC-Canada, CRISES, the Angus Development Company and the 

Université du Québec à Montréal, was held in the UQAM, on 4 February 2016. 
It was the occasion to celebrate the 50th anniversary of CIRIEC-Canada, the 
45th of the Caisse d’économie solidaire Desjardins, the 30th of CRISES and the 

20th of Fondaction CSN. Several members of national sections of CIRIEC were 
involved in the success of this event. At the end of the symposium, an 

honorary doctorate was awarded to Mr. Léopold Beaulieu. This doctorate was 
conferred upon him by the Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), in 
recognition of his unfailing commitment to the place of the social economy 

and sustainable development and of his great influence in the matter in 
Quebec. 

 
The webcasting of the day allowed, and still allows, a high visibility among 
those interested by the social economy and solidarity finance. 

To view the symposium... 
 

To mark the 40th anniversary of CIRIEC-Canada, Benoît Lévesque, Professor 
Emeritus (UQAM and ÉNAP) and former President of CIRIEC-Canada, had 
conducted research and edited the history of CIRIEC: Le CIRIEC-Canada 

1966-2006 - Quarante ans de partenariat en recherche sur les entreprises 
publiques et d’économie sociale. Luc Bernier then followed with an update of 

that work, adding the last ten years. The launch is planned in 2018, on the 
occasion of an event that will gather members from various time periods of 
CIRIEC. 

 
 

 

The 2017 CIRIEC-Canada Annual Symposium 

 

The Annual symposium of CIRIEC-Canada was held on May 8 and 9, 2017, as 
part of the 85th ACFAS Congress, at McGill University. It was organised jointly 
with the Centre de recherche sur les innovations sociales (CRISES) and TIESS 

(Territoires innovants en économie sociale et solidaire). The theme of the 
symposium was: 

Trajectories of social innovations. Between innovation and 
isomorphisms? 
The contemporary period is marked by challenges that weaken the articulation 

between the economy and society, social cohesion and the general interest. 
Social innovations are emerging on various fronts: innovative local and 

regional development strategies in the context of globalization; adoption of 
sustainable development objectives; fight against inequalities; new 
international solidarities, etc. Entrepreneurship reinvents itself, whether 

public, private, social or collective. There is a proliferation of initiatives that 

https://webtv.coop/group/view?key=aa12fd822436db87182b466c9d80370d
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instil values of democracy and solidarity in models of production, 
consumption, territorial development, work organisation and the provision of 

collective services. While many of the initiatives resist the passage of time 
and changes in society, contributing to real and lasting social transformations, 

it must also be recognized that others are simply running out of steam, 
distorting or disappearing. The reversibility of social innovations, its capacity 
to adapt to the context and the challenges of its renewal are at the heart of 

this symposium. 

CIRIEC-Canada, CRISES and TIESS proposed a reflection on the contrasted 

trajectories of social innovations, which seem to oscillate between the impulse 
of innovation aimed at social transformations, and the risks of isomorphisms 
or reversibility of the social or progressive character of innovations. 

 
 

 

The 2016 CIRIEC-Canada Annual Symposium 

 

The Annual symposium of CIRIEC-Canada was held on May 9 and 10, 2016, 
as part of the 84th ACFAS Congress, at the Université du Québec à Montréal. 
It was organized jointly with the Centre for Research on Social Innovations 

(CRISES). The theme of the symposium was: 

Recognition of knowledge in social innovation: towards a social 

transformation focused on the public interest 
Social innovation can only be recognized and codified in research with the 
help of the very actors of social innovation. This has led CRISES and CIRIEC-

Canada to design and implement research programs in partnership with 
innovative economic, social and territorial actors and communities. The result 

is a research model that aims to make innovative actors and social 
innovations generated in social economy enterprises, public bodies and 
enterprises, trade unions or local authorities known and recognized, whose 

activities are geared towards the collective and general interest. Various 
research partnerships have brought to light experiences that have generated 

institutional arrangements and modes of governance in the sense of an 
economy, or even a society more social and inclusive, in the overall sense of 
the term. However, this research model also requires a critical distance 

favouring theorization on the trajectories and processes that explain these 
experiences, on the factors that play in their diffusion and on the 

transformations they cause. What does research on social innovations tell us 
about methodological approaches that can generate results that are in line 

with the public interest? What are the characteristics of the methodological 
approaches developed in this respect? Are there specific issues and challenges 
when it comes to reconciling private interest, collective interest and general 

interest? How can these approaches be extended to address new clusters of 
social innovation? These were questions that guided participants in this 

activity. 
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Seminars presented during meetings of the Board 

 

18 March 2018 - Issues in CIRIEC-Canada Board Members’ Areas of 
Activity 

Presented by John MacKay, President and CEO of the Société des 
établissements de plein air du Québec (SÉPAQ): SÉPAQ yesterday, today and 

tomorrow 
Presented by Martin Frappier, Director, Communications and Research, 
Chantier de l’économie sociale : Strategic Planning 2017-2020 of the Chantier 

et l’économie sociale 
 

26 January 2018 - “Limited Partner” States and Venture Capital: A 
Quebec/Scotland Comparative Analysis 
Presented by Hubert Rioux, PhD, postdoctoral researcher Banting, Public 

Administration, ÉNAP (Mtl) 
 

10 November 2017 - Consultation with CIRIEC-Canada members on the 
draft Social Innovation and Social Finance Strategy 
The Government of Canada is committed to developing a Social Innovation 

and Social Finance Strategy. This strategy could lead to the creation of a fund 
to help finance the development of social innovation, specifically through the 

social economy, and also to the adoption of a framework law on social 
innovation, a law that would provide transversal obligations to the 
government and that would bring an obligation of accountability on general 

objectives in social innovation and social finance. This would be a first in 
Canada. 

Marie J. Bouchard, member of the Steering Group on the Co-creation of a 
Social Innovation and Social Finance Strategy, provided background 
information and CIRIEC-Canada members were invited to respond to the 

consultation document questionnaire. 
 

6 October 2017 - Issues in CIRIEC-Canada Board Members' Areas of 
Activity 
Presented by Marie J. Bouchard, Full Professor, Department of Organization 

and Human Resources (UQAM) 
Marie J. Bouchard explained the mandate of the Steering Group on the Co-

creation of a Social Innovation and Social Finance Strategy, composed of 
16 representatives of civil society, of which she is a member. This working 

group was created at the initiative of Employment and Social Development 
Canada. 
Presented by Dominique Chaussé, Senior Director - Direction principale des 

coopératives et autres entreprises d'économie sociale - Investissement 
Québec 

Dominique Chaussé presented Investissement Québec, the mission, 
mandates, the results of financing operations in 2016-2017 and particularly 
the program promoting the capitalization of social economy enterprises. 

Presented by Colette Lebel, Agronomist and Director of Cooperative Affairs - 
La Coop fédérée  

Colette Lebel presents the new structure of La Coop fédérée. 
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21 April 2017 - How are they counted? How much do they count? A 

conceptual framework for producing co-op statistics 
Presented by Marie J. Bouchard, Full Professor in the Department of 

Organization and Human Resources (UQAM) and Madeg Le Guernic, graduate 
in Development Economics from the University of Auvergne Clermont-Ferrand 
and research assistant. 

 
10 February 2017 - Seminar organized jointly with TIESS 

Social and Public Economy in North America: National Variations 
Against a Backdrop of Free Trade 
Presented by Luc Bernier, holding the Jarislowsky Chair in Public Sector 

Management, Professor at the University of Ottawa and Benoît Lévesque, 
Professor Emeritus (UQAM and ÉNAP), former President of CIRIEC-Canada 

 
2 December 2016 - The challenge of commons and shared resources for 
the development of a digital collaborative economy 

Presented by Louis Martin, Professor in the Department of Computer Science 
at UQAM since 1983, Director of graduate programs in software engineering 

 
7 October 2016 - The ecological transition in Quebec: simple speech or 

real transformation? 
Presented by René Audet, Environmental Sociologist, Professor, Department 
of Strategy, Social and Environmental Responsibility, ESG and Acting Director, 

Institute of Environmental Sciences 
 

16 April 2016 - How is the weight of the social economy measured? 
What are the stakes of this measure? 
Presented by Marie J. Bouchard, Full Professor in the Department of 

Organization and Human Resources (UQÀM) and Damien Rousselière, 
Agrocampus Ouest, France and UQÀM 

 
26 February 2016 - Demutualisation of cooperatives and mutual 
societies: look out for the good indicators! 

Presented by Jean-Pierre Girard, Lecturer at UQAM. 
 

 
 

The CIRIEC-Canada review, Économie et Solidarités 

 

The review first appeared in 1968 under the name Canadian CIRIEC 
Review / Revue du CIRIEC Canadien. In 1978 it became Coopératives et 

développement - Revue du Ciriec. It took its present name Économie et 
Solidarités - Revue du CIRIEC-Canada in 1996. 

 
The review of CIRIEC-Canada builds on the basis of the main characteristics of 
any association such as CIRIEC, in particular the mobilisation and strength of 

its networks and partnerships. These are found in two different yet 
complementary places, within CIRIEC, in university circles and among the 

collective enterprises. 
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The review Économie et Solidarités is now disseminated in electronic mode. It 

is possible to consult the articles and features of the review directly on the 
website of Érudit. This is a significant quality leap, making the review more 

readily accessible to a more numerous readership. It is also a responsible 
move, since it softens the ecological footprint of the review. It is therefore 
well in line with the values promoted by CIRIEC-Canada that we should urge 

our readers to follow us in this green direction. 
To consult the numbers … 

 
 
 

The Bulletin of the Watch on Research on the Social Economy 

 

A watch on research on the social economy (ECO-SOC INFO) had been set up 

by the Canadian Research Chair on the Social Economy, UQAM 2003, within 
the scope of an activity initiated by CIRIEC International (with Benoît 

Lévesque, Luc Bernier and Marie J. Bouchard). 
It is funded by the following partners: the Centre interdisciplinaire de 
recherche et d’information sur les entreprises collectives (Interdisciplinary 

research and information centre on collective enterprises - CIRIEC-Canada), 
the Centre de recherche sur les innovations sociales (Centre for Research on 

Social Innovations - CRISES-UQAM); Territoires innovants en économie 
sociale et solidaire (Innovative territories in social and solidarity economy - 
TIESS) and Marie J. Bouchard’s research funds. 

 
You will find recent references on social economy research, as well as a 

review of news from the research community (new research centres and 
projects, events, calls for papers). In addition to references of interest to 
researchers, students, research centres and social economy networks, the 

newsletter contains current information from the research community (new 
research centres and projects, events, calls for papers). The dissemination of 

watch results contributes to the advancement of knowledge on the social 
economy. This newsletter is available in English, French and Spanish. 
 

 
 

CIRIEC Archives 

 

The archive material of CIRIEC-Canada has been available for consultation 

since autumn 2014. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://ciriec.ca/revue/numeros_parus/
https://passerelles.quebec/eco-soc
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The Secretariat of CIRIEC-Canada 

 

The Secretariat of CIRIEC-Canada is situated at the Sherbrooke University 
(Campus de Longueuil). A research expert, Suzanne Poirier, is on duty. 
 

 
 

The CIRIEC-Canada internet site 

 

An internet site frequently consulted in Canada and from other countries, a 
source of valuable information on CIRIEC-Canada and on the social economy: 

http://www.ciriec.ca/. 
 

 
 

http://www.ciriec.ca/

